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On the 10th of October 2007, in presence of HRH Princess Mathilde, have been officially launched the new Centre for European Research in Microfinance (CERMi) and the European Master in Microfinance (European Microfinance Programme – EMP).
Numerous academic personalities were present. Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) and Université de Mons-Hainaut (UMH), both at the origin of these two projects within Académie Wallonie-Bruxelles, were represented by Jean-Louis Vanherweghem (Chairman of the Board, ULB), Bernard Lux (Rector, UMH), Pierre de Maret (Pro-Rector, ULB), Giuseppe Pagano (Dean of Faculté Warocqué, UMH), Alain Eraly (President of Solvay Business School, ULB), André Farber (Vice-Rector, ULB) et Serge Jaumain (Vice-Rector, ULB). The Académie Universitaire Wallonie-Bruxelles was represented by its Secretary, Yves Roggeman. The guests list included Professors Johan Bastiaensen from Antwerp University and Eric Ngendahayo from Université Catholique de Lille, as well as microfinance field actors: Grzegorz Galuzek (MFC), Daniel Sorrosal (Planet Finance Belgium), Marc Mees (SOS Faim) and Kurt Moors (BRS), Alain Dankelman (CGRI) and Bruno George (DGCD).

Professor Marc Labie welcomed the public by insisting on the importance of field researches and executives’ training in microfinance, a role devoted to universities. After having been presented by Professor Ariane Szafarz, Professor Beatriz Armendariz (Harvard University, invited at ULB in 2007-8) delivered a speech on gender issue in microfinance. Relying on stylised facts observed in developing countries, she presented a new approach of women’s empowerment in microfinance, associating the beneficiaries’ husbands. Such a mechanism, currently under study in Mexico, could allow microfinance institutions rising social efficiency. Marek Hudon, co-Director of CERMi, presented next the objectives of the new Centre for European Research in Microfinance and the content of the European Microfinance Programme, organised jointly by the Académie Wallonie-Bruxelles, the universities of Paris-Dauphine and Wageningen, and the NGOs PlanetFinance, SOS Faim, CERISE and ADA.
The ceremony ended with a cocktail during which EMP students and CERMi researchers had the privilege of discussing informally with HRH Princess Mathilde on the interest of microfinance and prospective research topics.
